REVIEW AND SELECTION CRITERIA
BMSI grants are competitive. A Selection Committee composed of [Target District] stakeholders should be established to review applications and select projects for grant awards. [Your organization] will select members to this committee from the community (i.e. residents, investors, business owners, etc.), staff from [your organization], as well as design professionals, such as architects. [Your organization] will avoid real or perceived conflicts of interest during the committee selection process. To address this issue, the Selection Committee should not include those who will be applying for assistance, or their relatives or business associates. Each member of the committee will sign [the organization’s] Conflict of Interest Policy.

The committee will meet at least once to review all applications received by the deadline. 
Applications should be scored against the criteria listed below, and any additional criteria that [your organization] decides to include in order to achieve its goals for the program. Funding is awarded to feasible and eligible projects based on their total score, beginning with the highest score and moving down the list until all funding is awarded. 

Applicants will be notified of the Selection Committee's decision within 30 days of the application deadline.

Application Completeness: Only complete applications submitted by the deadline date will be considered. A complete application includes the application form and all required supporting documentation listed in the Exhibits. Late applications and incomplete applications will NOT be reviewed.

Selection Criteria

· Project is visually prominent on a commercial corridor

· Project includes renovation of upper story residential units

· Project has historic value or historic properties in danger of being lost in part or in total to disrepair or damage

· Projects that, with the assistance of grant funds, will reduce blight, contribute to the economic recovery of the target area, or realize a stabilization or expansion of a Main Street business.

· Project is consistent with Buffalo Green Code and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
· Other clearly defined criteria that the Selection Committee feels are important to the district.

Leverage: Applicants must prove they have all funding necessary to complete the work needed on the property. Applicants who invest the highest proportion of private dollars will be given highest priority.  Proof of funding must be provided with the application.

Timeliness: Applicants must provide a timeline for renovation/restoration that demonstrates their ability to complete the project within one year of receiving a Notice to Proceed.
