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Main Streets throughout New York State are filled with wonderful historic buildings, and these 
Main Streets are very special places worth preserving. The unique and special historic 

architecture of these existing buildings, as well as the sense of place that they help create, are 
perhaps the most critical physical design feature in all of our villages and towns. Preservation, 
restoration, rehabilitation and quality adaptive re-use of these historic buildings on our Main 

Streets and downtown areas are absolutely critical to the revitalization process. This 
presentation will focus on the very important role that historic buildings play in the 

revitalization of our Main Streets. Specific project examples and case studies of successful 
projects throughout New York State will be presented and discussed.  

“Quality Façade Restorations on a Budget 
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Presentation: 
 
1.  Elements of a Quality Façade Restoration Program 

 

2.  Case Studies – Examples, throughout NYS 
 

3.  Recent Local Project Examples 
 

4. Questions & Answers - Discussion 
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Design Elements of a 
Classic Main Street  
Commercial Building 

Facade 
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Explore 
Examine façade to find original architectural elements 

 
Remove 

False facades that mask original architecture of building 
Signage that conflicts with architectural elements of bldg. 

 
Conserve  

Those classic elements of building façade that are still remaining, 
such as window frames, doors, etc. 

 
Preserve 

All original elements of façade that can be repaired, repainted, or 
repointed. 

Four Steps to a Façade Renovation 
R

en
ov

at
io

n 
A

pp
ro

ac
h 



The Importance of Façade Design Guidelines 

MARK Project with support from NYS-HCR and HTFC 
2015 MAIN STREET BOOT CAMP 

Margaretville, NY – March 23rd, 2015 

DADRAS 
ARCHITECTS 

‘Several important public and private objectives are encouraged by guidelines: 
  
• Provide consistent design elements to improve the quality of physical improvements to 

central business districts and commercial corridors.  
  
• Improve the quality of the pedestrian experience by providing a safe, and pleasant 

shopping experience for business premises. 
  
• Stimulate economic development for business and property owners.  
  
• Promote community awareness of the physical environment.  
  
• Preserve the historical and architectural resources of the Main Street / downtown district.  
  
• Provide for and maintain the uniquely integrated structure of uses in the Main Street / 

downtown district.’  
   -- from: “A Guide to Sign and Façade Design”, City of Somerville, 2008 
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Case Study:  Lake Avenue Façade Program, Yonkers, NY 
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Case Study:  Sullivan County Façade Program 
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Case Study:  Greene County Façade Program 
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Case Study:  Greene County Façade Program 
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Catskill, NY 

Case Study:  Greene County Façade Program 
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Case Study:  Great Neck, NY 
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Case Study:  
Downtown Brooklyn Partnership 
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3.  Recent Local Project Examples 



MARK Project with support from NYS-HCR and HTFC 
2015 MAIN STREET BOOT CAMP 

Margaretville, NY – March 23rd, 2015 

DADRAS 
ARCHITECTS 

3.  Recent Local Project Examples 



MARK Project with support from NYS-HCR and HTFC 
2015 MAIN STREET BOOT CAMP 

Margaretville, NY – March 23rd, 2015 

DADRAS 
ARCHITECTS 

3.  Recent Local Project Examples 



MARK Project with support from NYS-HCR and HTFC 
2015 MAIN STREET BOOT CAMP 

Margaretville, NY – March 23rd, 2015 

DADRAS 
ARCHITECTS 

3.  Recent Local Project Examples 



MARK Project with support from NYS-HCR and HTFC 
2015 MAIN STREET BOOT CAMP 

Margaretville, NY – March 23rd, 2015 

DADRAS 
ARCHITECTS 

3.  Recent Local Project Examples 



MARK Project with support from NYS-HCR and HTFC 
2015 MAIN STREET BOOT CAMP 

Margaretville, NY – March 23rd, 2015 

DADRAS 
ARCHITECTS 

3.  Recent Local Project Examples 



MARK Project with support from NYS-HCR and HTFC 
2015 MAIN STREET BOOT CAMP 

Margaretville, NY – March 23rd, 2015 

DADRAS 
ARCHITECTS 

3.  Recent Local Project Examples 



MARK Project with support from NYS-HCR and HTFC 
2015 MAIN STREET BOOT CAMP 

Margaretville, NY – March 23rd, 2015 

DADRAS 
ARCHITECTS 
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Westchester Square Main Streets Project 
Façade  Improvement  Guidelines 

Revised March 22, 2010 
 

IMPROVING STOREFRONTS 
 

In General:  Selective Demolition & Preservation - Façade & Masonry Restoration 
 

Signage:  Exterior, Non-Illuminated, Limited Verbiage, not too large 
 

Awnings:  Retractable, Canvas (No signage on awnings) 
 

Colors and Painting:  Historic Color Pallette 
 

Windows and Storefront:  Traditional Window patterns 
 

Exterior Lighting:  Accent lighting, from above, Not rear-illuminated 
 

Security Gates: NONE (or open-mesh, at store interior) 
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Victor Dadras, RA, NCARB, LEED-AP   
Robert Dadras, RA 
 

offices: 
115 West 30th Street,  
New York, NY 10001 
212-239-8293 
 
9 Maple Street, 
Liberty, NY  12754 
845-292-0461 
 

website: 
www.dadrasarchitects.com 
www.downtownrevitalizationgroup.com 
 

e-mail: 
DadrasArch@aol.com 
office@dadrasarchitects.com 
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