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Division for Historic Preservation
PO Box 189 - Peebles Island, Waterford, NY 12188, 518-237-8643

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

The rehabilitated factory complex at Peebles Island State Park,
home of the Division for Historic Preservation

The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation provides safe and enjoyable
recreational and educational opportunities for all New Yorkers
and visitors, and is the steward of valuable natural, historic,
and cultural resources. It is also the only state agency charged
with advancing historic preservation efforts across New York.

Niagara Falls, New York’s first state park

The Division for Historic Preservation
offers programs that help individuals and
communities achieve the social, economic, and
environmental benefits associated with historic
preservation.

Rhinebeck, NY
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The division’s primary responsibility under
federal law is to identify, evaluate, register and
protect historic and cultural resources.

Rhinebeck, NY

Historic resource surveys help communities identify
historic and cultural resources so that they can be incorporated
into local planning and revitalization efforts. Through the survey
program, division staff provide assistance with documenting and
evaluating historic and cultural resources.

Palmyra, NY

Survey/Evaluation Unit

Kathy Howe, MS

Tony Opalka, MS

Robert Englert

Nancy Todd
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The Survey/Evaluation Unit staff are
responsible to assist state and federal
agencies, as well as local communities
in the identification of potential historic
resources.

They also determine if those resources
are eligible for inclusion in the State
and National Registers of Historic
Places.

The division maintains an inventory of
more than 300,000 individual buildings
in New York. Nearly 40,000 are
eligible for inclusion in the Registers.

The New York State and National Registers
of Historic Places are the official lists of properties
significant in state and national history. Registers listing
supports local preservation efforts and provides access to
incentives, such as tax credits and grants. Division staff
help the public prepare registers nominations and
evaluate register eligibility as part of the environmental
review process.

Albany, NY

National Register Unit

Kathleen LaFrank, MS

William Krattinger, MA

Travis Bowman, MA

Virginia Bartos, Ph.D.

Daniel McEneny
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The National Register Unit staff are responsible to work with
individuals and communities to prepare the necessary
documentation required to designate a building, structure, object,
site or district to the National Register of Historic Places .

The unit staff prepares more than 100 technical nominations
annually.

New York State has more than 5,000 National Register
nominations, which include more than 14,000 individual buildings,
structures, objects and sites.

The division provides
technical preservation
assistance in several areas
to individuals, communities
and state and federal
agencies.

Pier A, New York

The federal preservation tax credit program,
which offers owners of historic commercial, industrial, or
residential rental properties a federal income tax credit
equal to 20% of the rehabilitation costs. Since 2008 more
than $1.2 billion dollars in new investment has qualified
under this credit.

Market Arcade,
Buffalo, NY
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The state preservation tax credit
programs offer owners of properties that
qualify for the federal tax credit a state income
tax credit equal to 20% of the approved
rehabilitation costs. Owner-occupied
residential properties that are listed on the
registers are also eligible for a state tax credit
equal to 20% of the rehabilitation.

Since 2008 the division has reviewed $1.4
billion in Federal Commercial Rehabilitation
Tax Credit projects.

Harmony Mills, Cohoes, NY

The Technical Services Unit staff are responsible for the application
of criteria to determine the effect or impact a project may have on a
building, structure or object that is listed in or eligible for inclusion in
the State and National Registers of Historic Places.

They work with State and Federal agencies to resolve potential
adverse effect/impacts on important resources and develop
appropriate mitigation measures and documents when these
effect/impacts cannot be avoided.

Technical Services Unit

Ken Markunas, MS

James Warren, MS

Beth Cumming, MS

Marie Sarchiapone, MS

Elizabeth Martin, M.Arch

Sloane Bullough, MS

Eric Kuchar, MS
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Since 2009 the American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act has funded a significant
number of energy related
undertakings. Each must be
reviewed under Section 106 of
the National Historic
Preservation Act. Since 2010
the Field Services Bureau
reviewed and provided
comments on nearly 32,000
residential units for
weatherization or photovoltaic
projects.

Archaeology, the study of the past through the material
remains that people have left behind, is an important
component of historic preservation environmental review. The
division provides guidance to public agencies and local
officials on how to identify and investigate cultural resources.

Maritje Kill site, Hyde Park, NY

Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times

Archaeology Unit

Douglas Mackey, MA

Nancy Herter, Ph.D

Philip Perazio, MA

Michael Schifferli, BA

Dan Bagrow, MA

Wm. Brian Yates, MA
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The Archaeology Unit staff are
responsible to determine if an
archaeological site is eligible for
inclusion in the State and National
Registers of Historic Places.

They also apply the criteria to
determine the effect or impact a project
may have on an archaeological site that
is listed in or eligible for inclusion in
the Registers.

They work with State and Federal
agencies to resolve potential adverse
effect/impacts on important resources
and develop appropriate mitigation
measures and documents when these
effect/impacts cannot be avoided.

State and federal agencies that
fund, license, or approve projects
must consult with the division to
determine if historic or cultural
resources will be affected by the
proposed activity.

Historic preservation
environmental review
ensures that properties that are
listed or eligible for listing on the
registers are considered and
adverse impacts are avoided or
mitigated during the project
planning process.

World Trade Center/AFP Getty Images

The division supports community preservation planning and
improvement efforts through outreach and education
activities, including the Certified Local Government
program, which supports community preservation efforts
through technical assistance, grants, and information sharing.

Brooklyn, NY
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Christopher Flagg Kathy Howe Julian W. Adams
Preservation Services Coordinator Survey & Evaluation Coordinator Community Liaison Coordinator

OPRHP Agency Preservation Officer

•Technical Services
Unit

•Archaeology Unit

•Investment Tax
Credit Program

•Information
Systems Program

Kathleen LaFrank
National Register Coordinator

•National Register
Unit

•Outreach Unit

•Certified Local
Government
Program

•Historic
Preservation
Planning Program

New York State Historic Preservation Office Organization

•Survey Unit

Ruth Pierpont

Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation

John A. Bonafide

Director – Bureau of Technical
Preservation Services

Vacant

Director – Bureau of Community
Preservation Services

Mark L. Peckham

Director – Bureau of Historic
Sites and Park Services

•Collections Care

•Art Conservation

•Exhibits

Survey &
NR Units

Archaeology Unit

Mail arrives. If a
new project with
buildings
involved it goes
to the Survey &
National
Register Units.

Project is logged into the
bureau tracking system by
regionalized Unit Staff. NR
Evaluation Completed.

If Archaeology is needed
the Survey Unit forwards
the file to the
Archaeology Unit.

Tech Unit

If NR eligible or listed
buildings are involved
the project moves on to
the Tech Unit.

Units send out letters as
needed to ask for more
info or to conclude
project consultation.

Compliance Review Process


