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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS  

 

 

If you are applying for state-funded housing and  
have a criminal record, you now have rights and protections. Read  

          below to make sure you are not denied housing unjustly. 
 
There are only two mandatory reasons that you can be denied access to state-funded housing: 

1. Conviction for methamphetamine production 
2. Being a lifetime registrant on a state or federal Sex Offender database 

 
If you have any other type of conviction, you are eligible to be considered for housing.    
 
Housing operators will first look at whether your criminal conviction involved physical violence 
to persons or property, or affected the health, safety and welfare of others.  If it did not, they 
should not consider your conviction in assessing your housing application.  If it did, you must 
be provided with an opportunity to answer the following questions:   

 
1. How much time has passed since the conviction(s)?  
2. How old were you at the time of the conviction(s)?  
3. How serious was the conviction(s)? 
4. What evidence do you have about your rehabilitation, including treatment 

programs, volunteer work, paid employment, etc. since your conviction(s)? 
 
The housing operator must evaluate your answers in determining your eligibility for housing.  
If you were not given an opportunity to answer these questions, or if you feel the housing 
provider did not properly evaluate your application and wrongfully denied you access to 
housing, you may contact the Fair and Equitable Housing Office at feho@nyshcr.org to obtain 
assistance. 
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