


NEW YORK STATE HOME PROGRAM
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCEDURES
FOR LOCAL PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR (LPA) PROGRAMS

New Procedures & Requirements For 2013 Awards

1. Terminology – “Tier 1” & “Tier 2”

To better reflect HUD’s regulatory language, programmatic environmental reviews are now also referred to as “Tier 1” reviews and site-specific reviews are referred to as “Tier 2” reviews.

2. Tier 2 templates are required 

a. The Tier 1 Programmatic Review must develop a template Tier 2 site specific checklist 
i. the Tier 1 and template are prepared by a HCR-assigned consultant for all 2013 Awards to non-profits, CHDOs and public housing authorities; 
ii. municipalities and other governmental agencies must prepare their own;
iii.  see Appendix B of the December 2013 LPA Manual for basic set-up of the template. 
b. Using the pre-approved Tier 2 template is required for all 2013 Programs.[footnoteRef:1]  This will allow for faster HCR review of Tier 2s that must be submitted to HCR prior to set-up. [1:  Tier 2 site specific checklists for all prior years should continue to use the standard checklist at: http://www.nyshcr.org/AboutUs/EnvironmentalReview/
] 

c. All non-profit, CHDOs and public housing authority LPAs will be provided with a hard and electronic copy of their Tier 2 site specific template with their Tier 1 clearance letter. The Tier 2 site specific review documents must still be submitted to EAU for review and approval, prior to commitment of any funds to a site. 

3. Tier 2 documentation of “less than fifty years old” required

At the Tier 2 site specific level, for historic resources review: if an LPA seeks to avoid SHPO review due to a structure being less than fifty years old, written documentation of that must be submitted with the Tier 2 checklist. Acceptable documentation includes a tax assessment, deed, statement from code enforcer, etc.

	REMINDERS

	
STOP: Before you acquire a site or start work!

The HUD environmental review process, including the Tier 2 site-specific checklist must be completed and approved by EAU before: (1) HOME funds can be accessed for LPA program activities; or (2) the purchase of any land or buildings; or (3) start of any work on a proposed project, even with non-HUD funds. 

This limitation applies to all participants in the development process, including public or private nonprofit or for-profit entities, or any of their contractors.

Failure to comply with this requirement can result in recapture of the HOME award


	
Tier 2 Site Specific Reminder: Site visit reports must be properly signed!
[bookmark: _GoBack]All site visit reports to comply with the HUD Environmental Standards criteria must include a certification as follows: “I, (Name, Title), certify that I am a qualified environmental professional as per ASTM 1527” and meet the standard described in the December 2013 LPA Manual.








